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Gods : high - Court of Juftice- in 
_ the Soul, bs >» 


Wherelſn the Truth and Sincerſky, the De 
' and Hypoctrifie of every mans heart and - 
F wayes 1+ judged, and dilcovercd by 
their Conſcience, bE] Sx | 
- Very ſeaſonable for theſe times, wherein 
wicked men under pretence of Liberty of 
Conicience, rake Liberty to fin and 
blaſpheme- | 


a. th. 
he. ear 2x. a 


The 24th Editlon, by Andrew Fones. *__ | 
The heart is dectitfull aboweall things, and deſpe= - 
rately wicked, who can know it? Ithe Lord _ "A 
ſearch the brart, 1 try the reins, evento give” WM 
every man according to bis wayes, aud actording - WM 
| ko,the ſ*nir of bis doings. Jer. 17.9. © 
Z4nto the pure all things are pure: but untd tors 
that art defiled and wnbelieving, is nothing 
pure, but even their mind and conſcience bs 
| defiled, Thr. 1. 16. + | | 
Take heed to yokr ſelves what Conſcience 10% haves i 
For Conſcience will damn,end Conſcience willlawe 
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And - 1 ſaw the dtad [mall and greathand bt © 
fore God. and the Books mere opened: And 
another . Bookwas opened: which is the Brek of 


life; aud the. dead were judged'of thiſe things. 


which were Wiillen in the Books &ccording 16, 
thtir works, | 


» 
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good of all the children of men, 
ſo thrre are two ipecial Books, 
by which the Lord will proceed 


In judgement agzivit all the ſons and daughe . BN 
ters of men; The Books which God hath, 7 
eiven toche Child-en of Men , for their uſe 


and comfort of ſalvation, arc+ rþeie; Firft 
ED ac. aud 


$ there are ſeveral Books of God + - 
which he hath written: for the : 


A 
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a ' The Blath Bool 
and chiefly , the Books uf the 
1 Teftament: wherein JeſuEhriſt fo all his 
Offices, King, Prieſt and Prophet, for us, to 
rule and guide.us by his Spiric, fo our hearts 
is made known and declared unto us. And 
therein likewiſe is ſet down, how every one 
of us eught ro live, and demean himſelf jn 
_ this preſenr-World: with ſeveral fearfull cx- 
amples of Go:1s heavy Judgtmencs againſt wic- 
ked and notoriou: -figners,, jn drowning the 
old werld for. thcir figs and wickedacſs, as 
.you may ſce in the (ixth of Geneſis. $o;like = 


_- wiſein deftroying Sodom and Gomorrah by fire 


from heaven, Gen. 19. 24. 25 And the 
Lord ra'ned upon Sodom and Gomorrah fire 
and brimftene, and - overthrew choſe Cities, 
and ail thelr |nhabitants, wyh -ſuodrle other 
fearfull cxamples-of . Gods: heavic wrath and 
indignation, both agatoft fins and fioners, - in 
encral and in paticular; all which, as Sear 
Fude :althin his Epl/tle, are (er for our cxe 
arples, ſnffering the vergeatice of eternal 
' fire. Nor for-our 'x:mples, chit we fhould 
do as chey did :-but chat we ſhould be afraid 
to do as they did, to commir ſuch (ins, leſt the 
[Lord lay upon us ſuch, or more heavier weights 
of wrath and vengeance. 
$o likewiſe In the Book of the Scriptures is 
. fer forth the bl:ſed and happic eftate and 
-condi:fon of all the Gadly, buth'in this life 
- and io the life ro come; as you may ſee, Pſal. 
3: gud Pſai. 15. and Pſal, 92. The godly -_ 


of Conſcitnct. oO 
 fha!l be delivered from ſnare of the fowler 
and from the noyſom pefiilence, And! becauſe 
te Nach made the Lord hts refuge, there ſhalf 
no evil befall him: So he {hall give his Angels 
charge over him for to keep him la all hls ways, 
erſ. 20, 21, The joyes that are prepared for 
the Godly ; and thg eternal rorments thac are 
appolated forthe wicked, are here likewiſe. 
ſer forth In the Book of the Scripture, as you 
may (ce, Math. 25, 34. 41+ To the (godly, 
Come ye bleſſed of my Father ( faith Chriſt) 
Inkerir the Kingdom prepared: for you, before 
the beginning of the World. Bat tothe ungod- 
Iy, Depart from me ye curſed into everlaſting. 
- fire, prepared for. the Devil and his 

angels, | 
Another great Book of God Is the Book of 
the Creature , containing theſe mighty works 
both of Creation and Providence, wherein 
the Almighty power, and goodneſs of God, 
zre ſo plainly writreo, that he that runs *'may 
read and fee it: For as the Apoſtle ſaith, . 
Rom. 1. 20 The viſible things -of Him from 
the Creation of the World are clcar!y ſeen; 
being upderſtood ( faith the Apoſile ) by 
things that are made , even hls eternal power 
. and God-head, ſo that they are wichour ex- 
. Cuſe, Who but an Almighty God could our 
 ofnothing create all things? and being creat- 
ed, rule and govern all things, as David” 
falchz It is nothing but the Almighty power 
and providence of God that bears up the carth, 
| Y 2 and. 


The Black Book 
and upholds the foun:iations thereof, And 
this Book even the Heathens, who know not 
God. in his Word , who never heard of Jeſus 


_ .., Chriſt, or Calvyation, are acquainted with: 


. They ( Ilav) by ſeeing and reading the migh. 
ty works of God in the world, do confeſs and 
ſay, Verily there is a Godgand none bur a God 
could creat theſe glorious Creatures, the SuD, 
Moon. and Scars. | | 
Sa likewite there are two ſpecial Books, by 
which God will judge all the fons and daugh, 
ters of men at the lai. And theſe, are firſt, 
the Book of his Remembrance wrirten by him« 
ſelf : whereln the lives of all men; yea, their 
yery thoughts are recorded, as David falth, 
Pſal. 24. 11. The Lord bnoweth the thoughts of 
men that they are vanity. And Pſal. 139 Iz 
2 3, 4. ſaith David, © Lord, thou baſt ſearch- 
\ Bd me, and known me: thou knoweft my downs 
| biting , and my upriſing + theu underſtendeſt my 
thoughts afar off, Thou compeſi:|t my path . and 
my lying down, and art aquainted with all 
My weyes. There is not a word in my mouth, 
but thou, O Lord, knoweft Ir altogerher. And 


although the heare of man. as Zeremiab (alth, 


Fer. 17 9. 10:15 decelitfull abu72 all things, yer 
God doth exxtly know every turning and cor. 


ner thereof. I the Lord knows the heart 


( fairhhe) I try the rcins: There is nothipg 
can be hid from hls eternal all.ſceingeye, 


and then ſecondly, there is the Book of 
| _Cons| 
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of Conſczentt. __ 
Conſcience, In which is «x1&ly writtenall our 
actions, thoughts, words and deeds,_aecor. 
ding to this Book of Conſcience, and whar is 
therein written, will the Lord proceed In 
judgement; and every mans Conſcience ſhall 
be his own Judge, faith God, What haſt thaw 
done? How haſt thou lived In the World? 
Why, thus and thu? have [ lived (lajth Con- 
ſcience) Conſcience will then ſpeak the erach, 
and nothing bur the tru:ch.O Lord, faith the 
wicked mans Conſcience, | have diſhonoured 
' thy Name,l have abuſed thy grace, in4 mer, 
cy, in ruroing it into wantonneſs, I have a- 
buſed thy creatvres, by waſtefal] and riotous 
ſpending, to pleaſe and ſatisfic my luſt, ſaith 
the prodigal mans Conſcience. And by cham- 
hering and wantonneſs, bygameing and dice- 
Ing away my precious rime . ſaith rhe Jaſcivi. 
ous and voluptuoes mans Conſcience. Thou 
gaveſt me rimes and ſeaſons of grace and mers 
'- cy , -and many precious opportunicies. and foul 


advantages, whereby I might have wrought our 


my own ſatvation with fear and crembling: and 
as Sr, Peter ſaith, I might have made my calling 
. and eleffon ſure ro mine own ſoul; bur in 
ſieai of working our my own fſelvation with 
fear and rrembling , and in making my calling 
and eleRion ſure, T have wrought our my 
own  demnation withour elcher fear or wit, 
and made my ſelfſure of eternal and everlaſt- 
Ing wrath and condemnation, falth che meer 
moral, formal], and proyhane Chriftians Con. 


ſclence. Ah, Lord, ( ſalth the Diſſcmbllng _ 
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 Wypocrices Conſcience ) 1 have been'* but an 
eut-ſide Chriftian : I have goe to Church, but 
only as dogs do, for faſhion; ſake,and ro be looks 
ed upon,and eftecmed amongſt my neſghbours; 
T have made a ſhow indeed and pretence of Re- 
Heglon and holineſs, bur ir hath beeu hat a meer 
ſhow. I have altogether .denjed the power 
and practiſe of j: In my life and converſation: 
as ki is Tit. 1. 36, They profeſie that they 
know God, bur in works they deny him, be- 
fng abominable and diſobedienr, and to ever 
geok work reprobate. And why ſo? becauſe 
as he ſalth In the 15. verſ. Thelc minds and 
eonſclences are defiled. Ah my. Conſcience 
told me ſeveral rimes, that IT was bur an hypo- 
crir, a meer painted Sepulchre ; fair without, 
but foul within: O but I would nor hear Con- 
ſcience then, but ſighted and neglected him, 
Ah, but now my Conſctence makes me fear 
him, whether I witl or not; therefore, Lord, 
do with me as thou pleaſefi: truc and righte- 


ous art thou in all thy dealings rowards me, de . 


they never fo harſh, they are bur the juſt rewafd 
of mine inlquitles. And faith the covetous 
. mans Conſclence, 2nd the grippiog cruel ex- 
torting Uſarers Conſcience 3 Lord, 1 confeſs, I 
Have been a c#verous wreteh, but I haye not 


coveted after heaven: jr hath been my whole - 


trade and buſineſſe ro co2en and cheat others, 
and to grip and grind the faces of the poor, 
all that I could ro ando others. \ But alas! for 
me, what haveI done ? I have quite and clean 
undone my own ſoul, and that to all cternlty, 


i: 


t off Conſcience. 9 
'] have heen very crael and nnmercifull to o- 
thers: F weuld not forgive my poor brethren 
In: the leaſt. O Lord, I deſerve - no mercy at 
jtthy hands, the hotceft place in hell will be roo 
cold for me. | 

-What have you done with all your wealth 
( falth God to the rich- man ) ail thoſe great e» 
flates and poſſeſſions which I lent ro you, or 
rather iIntruſted you with as Sre wards, haw have 
you Improved then? what of them have you 
fad our or lenr to me again, in relieving my 
1poor members? whit good have you got= 
tem to your own fouls by them ? have you iald 
p any thing In ſtore for erernal life? O! no, 
{ faith Conſcience) I have oot , Lord, have 
not ; 'Bur this. I have done, [| haye treafured 
vp wrath againſt the day of wrath, my gold 
{and my filver is ruſted, my riches is corrupt- 
ed, and rſch garments . moth-eaten, as St. 
amts ſaith, ta his 5g. chap. 12. 13, 14-verſes, 
y gold and my filver | cankered, 2nd the 
ruſt of them is now a witneſs againſt me, to 
ondemn me, and cats my fleſh as if fr were 
r. and now alſo behojd the hire of rhe [a- 
'u'ers which have reaped down my field, 
which I keept back by fraud crycrh ; and the 
cryes of ther which have reaped, are entered 
Into the exrs of the Lord of-Sabbaoth,I have 
lived in pleaſure on the earth, and been 
wanton, and have nouriſhed my heart as In a 
[day- of ſlaughter. I tol4 you ( (alth Conſch- 
ence ) that for all your pleaſures, and for all 


' [your riches, and for all your greatneſs and 
| delights 
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delights, you muſt come to judgement, andy. 
give an account toGod for all your aRlons, and] 
for all your Wealth, and how and which Wilky 
you ſpe? every penny thar he lent you. Di4 vi 
nor tell you ? ſaith Conſcience. True It is, my, 
Conſclence rold me : but I lighted Conſcience 
*s a thing of no value or account, Ah! miſerk . 
able man thar I was, to Night this good volcy "— 
of Conſcience / Wo unto me, my puniſhment, 

Is lefs then mine iniquities deſerve. Thus and; 
_ thus will mens Conſciences deal with them be F 
for the Lord. | | the 


When as Petey denyed his Lord and Maſterf 
his Conſcience let him alone once, yea. twiceſ, 
but the rhird rime the Cock crew, - and Peter Io! 
heart (more him for what he had done, and; 
he wen forth and weepr bitterly, . Peter did nothy,. 
go abofft ro fiop the mouth of his Conſcience,|p, 
as 7adas did, and 16 hanged himfeif; No. Peter 
he cloſed with the voſce of his Conſcience} , 
and 'ſo by his rru6 and unfeigned repentance * 
obtained mercy. n thi 

So likewiſe David when the Prophet Nathan, pf 
in 2 Sam. 12 13. had bv the parable of the ho 
Ew-lamb ſhewed David the evil of his fin,pre- 
ſently David was convinced in his Conſcience 
of the horridneſs of his fins. And David (aid, 
unto Nathan, [ have finned againſt the Lord, 
Have mercy upon me ( ſairh David, Pſal. $1, 
rhe Pſalm of his repentance ) according to thy 
loving kindnefſe;- according to the mul ltude of 


th lot our my tranſgretilons, 
y render mercles, blot out my tranſg lon 


by 
ſc 


=O of Conſcaence. iT 
- Yaſh me throughly- irom mine Iniquity 
+, 0d cleanſe me from my fin. For 1 acknowledg*. 
:1 WY tranſgreſſions, and my fig is before me. 
" Rzainſt chee, even thee only have I finned,and 
"YHone this evil In thy fight. David had a very - 
Under Conſcience, for when he had cur off 
bekls skirr. his heart ſmore him, his Conſcience 
urcuſed him, as you may ſee, 1 Sam: 24. 5. 
"10, but how many wicked men are there now, 
"UhoſcConſciences tell them over and over again 
Und again of their fins. yet for all thar they fiop. 
helr cars againſt Conſclenc's; How many times 
/ och the beaſtly drunkatds Conſcience, the 
_ prophane Swearers , the Sabbath-breakers 
6 Conſcience tell them of their fins? anq yet 
"Horwithftanding for all the checks ofConſcience, . 
hey will go on in their fias, and fill up 
"the meaſure of thelr Iniquities, and fo make 
"Conſcience ro fill up his bl ck (crol of Indi&- 
ments againſt rhem, whereby they are evere 
"aftingly condemned. O if men woul4 be-bur 
*ronvinced in their Conſcience of the evii of 
|theic wayes, when their Conſciences tells chem 
Yot ir ! How many thouſands mighr be broughr 
home by repenrance to life erernal , who now 
n head-lony totheir defiruttion? I am per. 
Wwaded, that many who coz-n and cheat by 
underminding, and over ſciliog,hy ufing falſe 
and light weighrs, and meaſures, cannor chuſe 
'\bur meer with many checks, from thejr Con= 
|[ciences.-And O that men would be convinced 
of this great evils, Aear 
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Hear, this O je that ſwallow op the. nezc 
by falle welght:, and meaſures: O be cal 
vinced in thy conſcicnce ! Make conlcieng 
thy friend new, by ferſakingrhy evil pracicg 
left Conſcience prove thy foe to rormenr th 
for cyer. But: men now adayes, in ficad gfair 
being convinced of their conſciences of tf, ! 
evil of ther wayes; are oor aſkamed'ro con, * 
mlr all manner of abominations, and that win 
greedinefſe, and then lay all the blame upgſo1 
their peor conſciences. And why ſo? it wh 
my conſclence, ſay theys as many of our curſe 
diabolical Ranters, Quakers, and notoriogth! 
wicked Libertins in theſe our dayes, hav ' 
laid all theſr implerie and hortid blaſphemiqA 
upon their Conſcierces. Ask them bur the(di 
reaſon why they deny Chriſt and the Scripyal 
tures, and caſt off Ordinances, andthe Miniſi 
of Chrift, and [Ive as they lift, and refuſe ſubyirk 
je&ion ro Maghtrats, and in their aQtiongc 
become worſe than beafis; Why ? they dh 
hold- ſuch damnable and deviſiſh opinfonger 
both agalaſt God and Chrifi; yea, againſjve 
humanlry felf. Ark them the reaſon of theſgr 
things, and what do they fay ; Irls from the 
fighe within us: Ir is the liberty of our conſci 
ence: And have not we fought for liberty 
Conſelence? Ah! curſed wretches, the gh 
within you is  darkneſſe! Is this the Jibert 
of thy Conſelence? No. no, this is the Iibertypt! 
of th y lvſts, and the delvfiors of the devil. ThoumWl 
haft ſeared thy Con'clence with a hor Tron} 
bur-yer at- laft, thy Conſclence, though _ | 
F340 


- * of Conſcience. 13 
if defiled ir never ſo muck, will put the 
We upon the right horſe, and charge thee 
wme with all the blame, Is liberty of Cone 
amce a liberty ro ſia? No, God forbid. Shall 
& fin( falch St. Paxl, Rom. 6. 1.) that grace 
w- abonnd'? no, Gud forbid, 1 dare not 
fajth a gracious heirt ) my conſclevce cells 
&, 1 muſt nor. How (hall [ ( faich Foſepb, Ge. 
ay, 9.) do thls grear wickedneſſe , and fin 
init God. The grace of Gd, faich the 
Wolile, Tit. 2. 11: that brings (alyacion, teach- 
| 2 mengto deny udgedlineſlc and worldly luits, 
ed to live toberly, rightcouſly, an41 Godly, 
wichis preſegr World. And norto live az we 
vt, which is a fign ot no grace ar all. | 
A truly ;t:pder Conſcience, will be very 

der of committing fin, and will have a cir« 
pyaſpet cere of himſelf, how he walks, and 
Þ 7 he lives,. that ſo the nams of God and of 
phcki be no! blaſphemed ; Bute In cheſe laft 
n_d worti of. riges, '+herein men,as St. Paul 
I&h, make thipwrak. of faith and .2 good Con- 
Hence; men. have not minded this at all. bur 
ve taking full liberty ro comnmir all man» 
{&r of fins. Aud 1 pray Gog, thy this fin be 
1@r charged upon choſe, who in ſiead of re- 
:aining men from fin, ,an* puniſhing chem for 

, have tolerated chem ro fi:1, if oor countee 
hgnced chem in fin; Bur le: them 'r. ks heed 

thy fin becauſe grice abounds, For 

tylth the Apoſile, Av. 10. 26: 29.. If we fin 
uflifully after that we have received the know. 
;58ge of the truth, there remalneth no mote 
| lacrifige 
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acrifice for. fin, but a cercain fearful lock! 
for of judgement, and fiery iridjgoation frofſ®® 
the Lord. For the wrath of God, Km * 
18, 1s revealed from heaven agaloft all ungc af 
lineſs and unrighicouſneſs of men, who hic if 
the truth of God in unrighreouſneſs. Read thef® 
two texts, and tremble all [ye that take liberiÞ'* 
tofſin, becauſe the. grace of God hath \boun{* 
ed. How will ye be able to look chther Gif 
or Conſcience in the face? Certainly you wi 
never be able to do ir, unleſs you repent} 
for if men will fin willingly, vorwithfiandia* 
all their checks of Conſcicnce, their Conſcienet® 
will cor.demn them Iirrefiſtably before i- 
Lord, for certain ir is, there is a Conſcien&? * 
inevery man, that ſees and obſerves, and raks 
.no:ice of all his wayes, and will keep a ju 
account of them, and ſo be a witneſs, eicher 
or againſt the ſou] ar the day of judgmer 
W har was ir that made the Apcfiles {o joyfu 
' Ir: ajl their troubles, and perſecutions? was 
nor the witneſs of thelr Conſci-nce ? Sce 
C07. 1. $2. Our rejoycing ls this, (ſaith Sr. Pauf 
the teffſmonic of Gur Cnictebce, - Wher w 
jr made Paz! and S71as firg-in priſcn for jc 
was it .vot that their Conſclences told they 
they were happle and bleſſed men, rorwit 
ſianding of all the r ſuff- rings and reproach 
Now whar Conſcience is, I ſhall briefly ſhe 
you, ard fo conclude : Conicierce 1s a thi 
with which God encued rhe (ov! of man 
creation. nd Is for our comforr, If-we live 
we ought to do: bur will be a dreadfull terre 
to-allthoſe that liye and dic in their fins. F 
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is Conſclence was in Adam before his fall, 
Hough not as a condemner till his fall : For 
ere there is no fin, what needeth an ac- 
Siſcr? So long as Adam kept the commands 
SF God, there was no cauſe. ſor Conſcience 
o condemn him: bur aſlaon as ever 44ymcran(- 
Þreit, his Conſcience flew Ia ' histace, which 
Snade him fl:e from the: face of God ; as you 
nay (ſee. G'n. 3. 7. 8. The eyes of them both 
Frere opeued, their Conſclence accuſed them 
Tand they hi4 themſelves. And this Conſcie 
Fence is only in men and women: for brulc 
Tdeaftswanting reaion are n2t capable of Cons 
Acience, and the beaſts when they die, there 
Ns an end of them, but ir is not fo with men, 
ffor Conſcience in man followeth che man fur. 
her than the grave, _ For If men might ibery 
{their Conſcience with them in 'rheir graves 
Jthey mighe be happy . notwithſtanding all 
{their abuſes of Conſcience; for men oftentimes 
yagain't all reaſon <quity or confcience doth 
worſe than the worſt of beaſts. And this Con. 
ſcience keepeth his Court fin the heart, and 
there firs vpn the life or death of the ſoul: and 
according as he finds- every mans works. (o 
doch he p fie ſentence of condemnation or 
*abſoſation ; for there is no-bribing of conſch- 
ence: Conictence will ſpeak the truth of every 
mans wayes before the Lord, be they good 
for be they evil. if our hearrs condemn us. (ſich 
JSzior Z-b1, x Fobs 2. 10, ) God is greater than 
pur hearts, thi:is our Conictence, 
God hath given this power ro Conſcience, 


becauſe 


I6 
becauſe men ſhould have no plea of excuſe. bes 
fore the Lord.It was not Pz!e:'s waſhing of hls 
hands, and: ſaying, 1 am gullileſs of che 
blood of this jufi man, 'tha' could waſh away 
the guilr of Chrifts blood from his Coniciences 
| Þilat's Conſelence told him that Chriſt was a 
' Juft man, and rhar he ſaw no cavſe of death in: 


him at all, Luke 23, 24 and yer curſed Pi-} _ 


la'e, eontraric to the lighr of his own confci- 
ence, delivered the Lord of life into the hands | 
of bloody men, ro be crucified, and ſobrought 
_. the gullr of his blood upon his own ſoul. 7 


He that will nor endure Conſcience ro re- [14 
prove, him for hls fin, certainly he loves to go Tor 


to hell without control]: and he that will not 
endure Coniclence to reprove him of his fins 
here, ſhall, whether he wilt or no.ſuffer fuf- 
ficient rorment for his fit s hereafter : for an 
evil Conſcience fs an hellico rhe ſoul here, and 
ſhall be rhe hell of hells hereafter. 


Now then, if there be ſuch a thing Tn man * 


as Conſcience. and that this Conſcience ſhall 
ekher ſuſitfie or Condemn him, then let cvery 
man take heed 'ow he orders his converſation 
in the world Do not give leave to your ſclvcs to 


thirk, yea, or 9 do ary thing, but what you. 


are wliling to ov ne before the Lord at the laſt 


day. Therefore let eycry one of us ſo thirk,and 


fo ſpeak, and fo do, thar we may not have 
a Conſcience to condemn us-2 tu. let us live 
as 'hrſe that expc&s to have Conſcience 
wirnefle for them before the Lord, that with 


gacly fincerity they have had their converſa- | 
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won-!ln this world. But what fnulcitude ace 
[there in the world, that live as there were no- 


onfclence at all. neither God nor Devil, nel. 


ther Heaven. nor Hell?  whoſc God Is theſr 
belly, whoſe end is deftrution, as St. Paxl 
faith, Phil. 3. 19. Who declare their fin as 
Sodom, and hide fit nor. Wo unto them ( ſaſth 
the Lord ) they have rewarded evil to them- 
ſelves T/az. 3« 6, This may be ſaid of thous: 
ſands amongſt us, yſhoſe countenance teſtifie 
againſt chem, their wanton carriages, painied 
faces, naked breaſts, powdred locks, and. other 
antick- faſhions, teſtific againſt chouſands both 
'of men and. women, that they.do little mind this 
great truth, thai Conſcience can, and will de- 
elare all their doings to God, Proud Hamans; 
drunken Nabels, and whorling 7:{ebels, declare 
their fia as Sodom, and hide It nor ; and as fo 
Conſclence they urn him off. Bur ler theſe m[- 


1ſerable wretches know this, as the Prophet ſaith , 
Wounto. them who. have rewarded evil unto. 


themſelycs, they have made a long black bloudy 
bill for Conſciencc,ro open againſt them at the 
laſt day of the term of their lives: aſloon as 


ever their ſouls are departed from theſr bodies, 
ſentence ſhall be paſſed. againft chem,aceordling 
to the light and teſtilmonſe of their own Cone 
{ſciences.. | 


Seing then Conſcience will plve ceſtimony. 
of cyery. ones wayes, let us not ſlighr Con(cl- 


hour 


* 


ence , ler us not ftop the mouth of Conſclence, 
{icing Conſclence doth and will ſp:ak, and 
5% as what ye are; many there are that goa- 
af : B / 


18 - , The Black Book j- 
, bout to ſtop the mouch of Conſcience, when {1 
f .Conſclence deals plainly with them, and te!ls [1 
| chem of their fins: Oh, they cannot endure to Ih 
_ hear of that: but remember the miſerable end of | 
Judas: What laid Fudas his Conſcience to him? [fi 
Thou haft betrayed thy Lord and Maſter for a 
' Ilrtfe filyer : Ah, covereus wrerch! Bur could 
Zeudas his filver Nop the mouth,of his Conſcl- 
ence 2 No, 7udes his Conſcience fo terrified {m 
him, that he flung the money again, and fa |w] 
went and hanged himſelf, —_ -jm: 
- So lkewiſe remember the fearfull eftate of |{cl 


there is no reſiſtlog of conſcience . ic 1s Gods |an, 
Vice-gerent. in che ſoul. When Conſclence |lik 
ſpeaks threatning language to many for ſuch ſci, 
and fuch fins, they ſcek ro turn Conſcience out jou: 
of doors : But becauſe they cannot poſſibly do-jwo 
this, they firive to ftop. his mouth, by runs [dat 
fog willfully into fin, like men thar deſperately jjoy 
give up their fouls ro the D. vil, and ſo makeſlng. 
_ſhipwrack of Faith, Conſcience, ſoul, and all hell 
for ever; And then followerh ( as we have| 
cen by. wofull expericnce ) ſeclf-ftabbing, ſelf-[wo1 
hanging,; drowning, or poiſoning, or ſomeſthet 
fuch like accurſed end. O conſider this all yell 
that forger Gad, and make no conſcience offlou] 
your wayes,. you, undermind your own __ 


i] ho 


Wb oat  » 


I "of Conſcientt« --- 
on. Many ma deal with Conſclince, as Fs 
lix did with Paul, A fs 24 15 they will 
Jhcar Conſcience fo long as he ipciks goo4; bur 
{Iwhen Conſcience tells them throughly of cheir 
fins, their darling fins, then cicy have enauw-h 
f Com: eince, and (o putsc.em off cill they be 
etcer at leafure. | 
' When there was no K'ng In Iſrael, every 
man did what was good in his own cyes, (a 
where thete is no Chnſcience alive in the foul, 
en live as they lift ; bur yer for all rhjis, Con« 
ſcience will ſpeak home ar laſt, if rhou art & 
Adrunkard, or an adulterer,, or an unjuſt deagler, 
or whatſoever fia ic is thou art gullty of, Cons 
{(cience will make it known? and If ar laſt 
onſclence» doth condemn, thou ſhalt never 


and. devils (ay,thou art an hypocrite, or the 


like; yer If thou haft the refiimoay of thy Cone 
ſcience,God will owne thee as juſt and righte- 


worch a thouſand worlds. Whar would the- 
- [damned in hell give tor a little ofchis laſting: 
/ hoy, this peace which paſſeth all underſtands 


ljhell. ff 2 x | 

Think upon this, O: ye great ones of the 
|world, wholive In pleaſure ; Remember that 
elthere is a Con(ci-ace, and that rher: is a Gor, 
and that thou haſt a precious and Iwmor-al, 
ofoul. which if thy Conlcience witnets again't 


and ſweet of the carth, and driuk wine in bony 
- ' | aQ 


'1be ſaved : but. on the contrary , though mem - 


ous. Cone dram of the peace of Conſcience fs. . 


1g: the want of which ls a hell, yea worſe thag: 


11] be thrown lato hell. You that ear the fir” 
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and cloath your ſelves In Fs, remember 


this , thar Conſclence . takes notice of all thy 


wayes, of the pride of thy heart , of the vani-, 


ty of thy life, and ſerreth all down in this 
Back Book. you that like the harlot in Prov. 
7%. cry, Letus take our fill of love and pleaſure, 
confider thar all- thefe things muſt have an 


end ; when all is done, the Bell muſt toll, 


and you muſt all dance after deaths pype, 


who are new fingivg and ſwinging your ſclves | 


la worldly pleaſures and' delighrs. O, it God 


fhould ſay to avy ſoul of you, as he did to the| 


rich fool, in Lake 12. 20, This night thy ſoul! 


ſhall be taken from thee: It. ſhall little ad-+ 


vantage you then tro weep and cry. O that 
I were out of thir infernal and eternal flames: 
' © that Ihadhearkened when time was, to the 
voice of Chriſt-and mine own Conſcience. 

The fighs and groans of dying men are often 
very ſad; but. the cryes and groans of the 
damned in hell, can never be Imagined, or 
. expreſſed. O confider this, you that ſin, a- 
way Conſcience, that quaff and drink away 
Conſclence, accompanying one another In 
fin; take heed you be nor one day found to, 


weep- oyer one anerhers backs in-hell. Cer-|. 


- taluly, whole Coachfulls of Gallants wil be 
tumbled dowt> to- hell, The Lord awaken 


your ſleepy dead Conſclences: befoe you: go| Þ 


| hence, and be no more ſeen, What pity is 


{Ic that perſons thar bears the Image of God |. 


and are as ft were in.outward glory and-beauty 
gods above opthers 3 What pltty 1s fr that 


fuch 1 


of Conſezent, _ 21 
ſach beauty ſhould come to be imbraced by 
uply loathſomwe devils in hell: Thouſands 
there are that court and ſport, pin and paint 
away their time, whoſe end Is to be burned, 
2nd. (hill at laft perzſh fn hell. * F:uſtle's figa 
trees . they are, that bear nothing bur leaves : 
cutthem down, faith Chrift, and caſt them 
into the fire. To- perifk in a priſon, or on a 
dunghlill, is nothing, to die for want of 
food Is#nothing, Legarys did ſo, whilft Dives 
with hls delicious fare died on his bed of 
down, and was caſt into hell. you thar ly 
upon. beds. of Ivory, and have your havglngs 
-. of needle-work, i you get not Chcliſt and a 
good Confcience, hell ſhall be your fare, and 
Devils your companions, to- torment you for 
ever. And who ſhall bs able ro ſtand In the 
day of the Lords wrath? And who can dwel 
with everlaſting burnings. ht 

Companions in fin 'fhall be companſons in 
hell: and rhoſe who can ſport and play one 
with another, ſhall In hell drag and torment 
one another, and curſe the day that ever 
they faw one another; and cry out one of 
another, O- what miferable wretehes were we, 
\-ro loſe the heaven of heavens for aliule vain 
1 delight, the love and favour of God, for the 
love and farour of wicked companles, In whofe 
preſence we moregelighed, thas Ja the ever-, 
laſting love of. God, in whole preſence are 
| pleaſures for eyer more. What proficeth fr 
now, that we have had our wine and our mu= 
fick our fill, and our fill of earthly delights ? 

©. wretched creatures thar we are!- who fhaly 


. 


Dar nn nun 
ten > 


«s + 
"I LX 
> 


a 
= , 
- | 6 
"== 
, ( 
0; 
1 
[ 
F 


” 


q 


*.- - 45-6 - 
av T's 


» 


20 The Black Both of Conſcience. 


deliver us from chis. dyiog dearh, theſe miſe- 
rable corments? Wo untous! we have reward- 
ed evil to our own ſouls: we are bani.ied for 
ever from the preſence of the Lord, and have 


\ utterly loſt char ſaward peace of Conſcicnce, 


the want whereof addeth rorment to our tor» 
ments, and mak-th us in our miſery more ex- 


- ceeding miſerable. 


Now the Lord give every one of us this peace, 
this joy 3 the which that we may all have. The | 
peace of God which paſſcth all underfianding, © 
keep our hearts and minds in the love and 
knowledge of Jeſus Chrift, and the blood of 
Chriſt waſh and pyrge ourConſcience fromidead 
works,that we may ſerve the living God, which 


© . that we may -2!l: do. The. grace of our Lord 
Jeſus Chriſt be with us all, Amen. 


